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A Letrer {ent by General M O NCK 


' To Vice Admiral GOODSON to be communicated 


£o the reſt of the Officers of the Fleet, in Anſwer to a Letter with ſome Propoſals 
lately ſent ro Him from Them. 


Dear Countrey-men and Comrades, 


Am vlad that you have rot forgotten your old friend, and rhat by this occaſ.on , I have ſuch advantage to hear of 
your hearty aſtections to me, and kind remembrance of me, and that you have ſuch a deep ſenſe of the arvitions a- 
monzſt us, and the miterable conſequence thereof; bur T,am very much ſaded that you have cntertaimed ſuch miltakes 
and r.1ſappreheni.ons of of our proceedings.: Theſe encloſed Papers will fully certefie you,thar we have juft grounds 

of dizſatisfaction, and that we cannot comply with ſuch violent and unwarrantahl2 undertakings, both againft our reaſon 
as men, and again(t our Con(ciences as Chriſtians, that you and ye {hould rake our Commiſſions and pay from the Parlia- 
ment and yet to violate their Authority, after ſuch ſolewn aſturances of obedience and faithfuluets, contrary to the expreſ- 


| ſed word of God, and our own late Addrefles,I hope I ain ſo well known to ſome of you ,that Iam none of thoſe thar ſeek 


great things to my ſelf, or delight in the ſheding the bloud of E-g/zſh men, much lefle of Chriſtian Brethten, but to pre- 
ierve the name of God from blaſphemy and reproach, which our actiigs (I with I could not call them) rreacherouſneſs and 
perfidiouſneſs have occafioned ; whereby Jeſus Chrift and his rrutn have b:en evil ſpoken of, which makes our very lives 
bitter to us, aud to aſſert rhe integrity and honour of this Army, which 1s very dear to we, I have been forced with the 
Parliaments Army nnder my command, (though with much grief of heart) ro bear our Teltimony again(t the lare violence 
of the Army 3 andthe reaſons thereof you will find in our printed papers, & our endeayours to periivade them in Exgſand 
to remove that force whica they have put upon the Parliament. As to your Propoſals, I beſeech you ſeriouſly to conſider 
and lay to. heart theſe following Anſwers. | 

\ 1, To the fiiſt, you are pleaſed to intimate the joy of the Cavaliers that they ſee us ſtand ro our Declaration, bur I be- 
lieve, that this violent interruption of the Parhament was the greateſt courtehie 10 oratifie that Family and Intereſt that 
could be imagined in the World, (and I could wiſh it were not deſigned). I ſhould be very ſad ro irengthen the hands of 
of the wicked, bur ler me aſſure you, this ariieth from rhe ſlanders and calumnies which men caſt upon us in Ezgland, as if 
we that aſſert, the Authority of hols char brought the lare King to the Block, are for introducing rhat Family,which I take 
Ged to witnefle, we in our very thoughts abhorr, and ſhall ſpend our blood in oppohrion to any Single perſon whatſo- 
ever. Gn 

2. You arc pleaſed to compaire our preſent differences to that of the 7ſraelites , with the two Tribes of Rexben, Gad , 
and half the Tribe of Maraſſes ) and I earneſtly pray that there may be the ſame iftue, for if they will reſtore theſe perſons 
to their Jawfull Authority which have veen eſtabliihed by many ſucceſſes, and for the difference of which they ſo lately ha- 
zarded to blood, we ſhall quietly fit down and watte upon the providences of God in our ,places and Stations , and to this 
end we have ſent Committioners into E-g/azd, men taichfull and approved, what youare pleaſed to inſtance concerning my 
ſatisfaction in the year 1653. When this Parliament was interiupred formerly, I thall anſiver you to that , ir was never in 
my Conſcience to go our of Gods way under the pretence of doing Gods work , and you know the variety of timzs doth 
much vary the narure of attaires, and what might then patiently be tubmitted unto, we being engaged with a forraine Enem 
in a bloody Watte cannot be drayn into a prefident at this time 3 atter our Repentance and aflurance of Loyalty and Con- 
Rancy 3 you may be pleaſed to remember thar the conſequence of the former Inter 1uprions was the Introduction of a fin- 
ole, perſon, and a manifeſt breach of all our promites and engagements ,, ſo that if God bleſſed me with ſucceſs, then I do 
much more through mercy expect it now, when I put all to hazard for the Glory of God 3n1 the good of his people. 

3. I do acknowleege that the Army hath been inthe hand of God and inftruments of good to theſe Nations , yet if they 
ſhall apoſtare from the Cauſe of God and his people in expoſin2 them to Arbitrary Power, and the wills of men, in taking 
upon them ro Abolliſh Lawes, raiſe money withour conſent of the people, deſtroy Mniſtery and property, and force Pa:li- 
aments, I cannot but witneſs againſt ſuch proceedings as unwarrantable not ſuted ro any rule either from God or man. 

4. I have taken care by Garriſons in this Country, and aflurance from the whole body of the Nation, that they will not 
own the intereſt of Charls Stewart , and that they will preſerve the peace of the Commonwealth in ovecience to the Par - 
liament 3 So that if thar part of the Army in Ezgl/a»d will ſet up a diftin&t Tntereſt in the Nation, in deſerting that Cauſe 
chat harh been ſo precious to us, and coſt ſo much blood and treaſure for ro eſtabliſh their own intereſt and greatneſs. 1 
do declare in the preſence of the Great God I cannot own you , nor joyne with th:m ; Now having opened my heart to 
you, ahd as you know my plainneſs and fincerety, that I am none of thoſe thar dare afſert any thing againſt my Conſcience , 
from that experience ye have had of me; I heartily begs your belief and credir , that I ſhall keep in the way of duty and en- 
deayour to do the Lords work in my Genenrtion, and fhall nor own any corrupt intereſt whatſoever , and do deſire of God 
his bleſſing according to my Integrity in this undeftaking, having this good Teftimony inmy own Spirit, that I have nothing 
but publick and Righteous ends upon my heart, and by all theſe refpe&s and kindnefſes that I have received from you, I de- 
fire you will joyne with us in your defires that this Parliamenr-may be reftored to the execution of their duties and truſt , 
with freedome and honour ; I have no morz but my hearty Loye and ſervice to you all, defiring God to bleſs you all, and 
oo ag nappy inſtruments for the good of theſe Nations in your ſeverall places which ſhall be alwayes the Prayer of dear 

riends. 


Edentargh, Novemb, 29. Your Humble Servant aud fellow 
1659. Soldier, G. M. 


To the Might Honourable Vice Admiral Goodſon', to be C ommunicated to the reſt of the Officers of the Fleet , in 
Anper to the Letter that was [ent to me from them, Leadon Printed by John Johnſon, 


